
Wealden Sailability 2023 Racing News

19th October 2023, Sailability v WoW Team Race

5th October 2023, Sailability Racing



28th September 2023  Sailability Racing

21st September 2023  Sailability Racing

7th September 2023  Sailability Racing

A perfect sunny warm day, just missing that one element we all enjoy – WIND.  Paul 
was in the Race Hut, much helped by Chris Wagner on the Pontoons.

Occasional ripples
raised hope, but the
practice race saw
only the lightest
breeze.  Peter
Wagner (24) timed
his run well, though
even he took 40
seconds to cross the line.  It gradually became clear that others had decided to save 
their energy, with Peter returning back to the start line after 4 minutes.  In due 



course, the Practice race was abandoned, with Martin Norman (22) still only half way
to the first mark.  The Commando helped him back for the Points Race start.

The Points race saw no more wind but this time it was Martin who made the perfect 
start, with Robert McNamara his nearest pursuer.  In fact the start was so perfect 
that it was most reassuring to be able to review our VAR as below, and see he really 
didn’t cross the line until 1 second later.

By 40 seconds, Robert had got
to the line followed by Imogen
Fletcher (23), Harry Fisher (7),
Clive Mealins (12) Elizabeth
Green (4), Peter Wagner (24)
and in the background Tom
Phillips (1744) & Kelly Tripp.

In the meantime, Martin was
“charging” off to D, reaching it 14 minutes into the race (after confirming it was to be 
left to Port).

And so the race progressed, albeit slowly.  Harry (7) hauled in and passed Clive (12) 
on the way down to B, before Clive (12) 50 yards from the mark, crossed behind to 
claim water.  At this stage, the Commando advised all the race was shortened to 1 
lap.  



At C, it was still close, with Harry gradually pulling 
away, whilst Elizabeth lost all way at C, with both 
Peter 23) & James Pooley (2) catching up from last, 
finally sneaking through.

Cold drinks were very
welcome.

31st August 2023  Sailability Racing

Chris Williams, the Race Officer for the day, and Helen were warm and dry during 
the race while the racers were in the drizzling cold rain with no wind.  It was a very 
damp, windless squib so Chris decided to turn the practice race into the race.  He 
ignored, quite rightly, the additional help skippers were getting from paddling, 
pushing boats and waggling rudders especially around ‘A’ which was a platform of 
static boats.  A whisper of wind came and the fleet managed to complete one lap.

Amazingly, the bedraggled clients left their boats with happy smiles having enjoyed 
the ‘race’.





24th August 2023  Sailability & WoW Racing

At 9am, there was a complete calm on the lake, though the forecast was up to 
12mph by 11-12.  Buoys B & C were dragged towards the centre of the lake away 
from the North bank to maximise chance of wind.  The following shows the Practice 
race start with very little wind, and interesting so how it had unfolded after 5 mins.

However it needed to be finished at B, to
ensure boats were back in time for 11.20
start and also out of the way in time for the
11.17 WoW start.  

The wind was still very light and this series
shows how the WoW start evolved and how
close were 3 Comets at the moment of the
start, despite following very different
starting strategies.



By 11.20 for the
Sailability start, even
that lightest of winds
had disappeared,
with 1 unfortunate
Comet still trying to
start.

Despite being close
the line, it was
nearly 2 mins before
the 1st Sailability boat crossed the start line, and even then there was only the 
lightest whisper.  By 11.24, Sailability was heading for C whilst the first Wow Comet 
was heading towards D.

By nearly 11.25, the 2 Comets had stormed through the Sailability fleet, whilst our 
fleet were still inching towards C, though with a few more indications of wind 
appearing.

By 11.31, a few 303s had sneaked around B heading towards D, with a Liberty in 
pursuit whilst keeping a Comet in range

By 11.34, the rest of the fleet
had left B or were closing in on
it, with the first 2 Comets
chasing them down but on
their the 2nd lap.  And so the
race continued with the wind
gradually increasing.  



As the 2 Comets came down to D on the last lap, 677 claimed water on 466, and 
pulled away well up to this finish.

The 2.3s were
enjoying a close
race and were
finished after 1 lap,
though 1 was
enjoying it so much,
they went on for
another lap.

And so the
Sailability race unfolded with Kelly Tripp finishing first on the water followed by Martin
Norman.  And these finishes produced the combined and separate results shown 
below.

17th August 2023 – A great breeze



17th August 2023 – A great breeze

What a day for fun sailing, with sun, warmth & a good Force 3 breeze of 8-12 mph, 
with occasional gusts of Force 4.  With reefs available for those who wanted a more 
manageable.  With such a good Easterly (most of the time – it is Chipstead after all) 
breeze, and in agreement with WoW, the course was extended to J, with a long run 
down to B, then a fetch to C with another to Flag, so today’s acronym was – 
Just Bring Chipstead’s Flag.

In addition to the regular team of Paul & Helen, we were joined by Lucy, Angela 
Cartwright’s grand daughter.  Lucy “gonged” in all the finishers in the Practice race, 
and worked with Helen to record all racers’ lap times.  Thanks Lucy for your help, 
and do join us again in the future.

After 1 min 40, Peter Wagner had pulled out a short lead over a fleet of Lawrence, 
Kelly Tripp, Clive Mealin, James Pooley with Imogen Fletcher & Derek Preston a little
way back.

As the fleet moved away from J, at 11.25.35, Lawrence had nudged ahead of Peter 
Wagner, with Clive Mealin nearby, and Martin Norman rounding the mark. Whilst 
Derek Preston is planning his tacks to J.

As they closed on B,
Martin Norman had
had a great run and
was so close, but
not close enough to
call “water” on
Peter, and
Lawrence wasn’t
being left behind.

Gradually Peter
pulled away, and despite a 360 after being slammed by the wind onto C on the last 
lap, he came home 52 seconds ahead of Martin.  69 seconds back, Single handed, 
was Lawrence, with Kelly, Double handed, only a further 48 seconds later.

Overall, Kelly was 1st with James Pooley, 2nd, followed closely by Peter Wagner, then 
Martin Norman.  Full results below.



10th August 2023 -  Racing under the Wealden
Sailability flag

The new Wealden Sailability flag was run up by the
Race office mast before racing.

The weather was delightful – sunny and a light
breeze, UNLESS you’re organising racing.  The
wind started from the North East, before switching to
the South East so a committee boat start was being
planned.  Just as the briefing started, it
swung back to the North East, so the
course was switched to a start from mast,
with its new flag, to K thence to D (P), B
(S), C(S) then K (P).  For those enjoying
acronyms, Angela helped with Don’t Be 
Caught (with) Kryptonite.

Just after the start, what had been a beat
to D, became a starboard fetch.  The first
boats were over with moments of the
gong with Nat Cooper, despite having to
cope with Martin Norman as crew, leading
all the way to the first mark, showing a clean pair of heels to the fleet.  

The second leg to B saw the Libertys pull through the fleet, but still headed by Nat as
they headed towards B.

As they came to B, Mike Blatchford had taken the lead followed closely by James 
Pooley.  And so the race went on with 
Mike Blatchford having a healthy lead 
over James Pooley with Peter Wagner in 
3rd. On the second lap at K, Mike was a 
minute ahead of James with Peter 

another 20 seconds behind.  At C on the 3rd lap with only K to go, Mike was 15 
seconds ahead.   As they both headed towards K, Peter got a strengthening gust, 
and relentlessly pulled closer to Mike, squeezing through to finish just 5 seconds 
ahead.  James Pooley finished just over a minute behind, and on handicap won by 
over a minute



A brief note to all sailors.  Where a boat is over the line, and are called back, they 
must go back over the line to receive “You have cleared the line” before proceeding 
to the first buoy.  A “360” is not sufficient.

Copies from earlier Racing News can be requested from

racing.wealdensailability@gmail.com
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